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Moderator: Thank you guys all for coming on such a really nice day and as I mentioned since we’d already done the consent form before, I didn’t want to have you go through it and sign it again but I did want to go through the main highlights of it so that you can remind yourself of what the agreement entails and if you would give you consent again, if you could nod vigorously for the cameras that would help.  So you understand that you can contact me with questions about the project or follow-up at any time by e-mail or phone.  You are agreeing to take part, both in terms of the audio recording and in terms of video recording, that this is a voluntary thing that you are doing and you can withdraw at any time although if you do leave anything you contribute up until you leave may be used in a research project.  The date from this project will be filed with The Data Archive but only with the agreement that any other researchers can conform to the same confidentiality and anonymity agreement that you and I have which was to remove any direct identifiers, which was your name, where you live and who you work for and also any indirect identifiers, the street you might live on, where you might shop - it will all be anonymised.  You also agree to give me copyright over the words that you speak during these sessions that I may quote you directly in other kind of copyrighted or published works.  And that if you want to be contacted about any publications either you’ve agreed here or noted here, you can contact me or amend it if you’ve changed your mind.  You understand that personal details like phone number or address won’t be revealed to anyone except to me and my assistants and actually it won’t even be given to my assistants and I will be the one the only one who sends out mass blind carbon copy e-mails like I’ve done with you before to let you know when anything is coming out.  And that you’re freely agreeing to participate and that everything that is done today is done under a professional code of ethics.  Everyone ok with that?   Great.  So, as I say, the white exciting envelope underneath your name tag is your payment and again, to facilitate that process at the end, I’m just going to circulate this, print your name, signature, and some kind of contact either e-mail or phone.  So tonight’s discussion really has a definite chronology to it; I really want you to kind of tell me a story about what the election was like for you and what the post-election time was like for you, what you were thinking about as we’re moving forward now.  So, to kind of go back, I’d like to ask you, when it came down to actually gong into the Poll could you tell a story about -had you made up your mind before, were you wavering, were you pretty solid but considering- you know, what went through your mind.  And also, what was the thing that ultimately pushed you in one direction or another.  Now, on that I should tell you - I cannot ethically require you to reveal your vote choice to me.  We have a secret ballot and how you voted is ultimately your private business and you’ve got your payments here and your payment is not conditioned in any way on you revealing your vote choice to me even if everybody else here says how they voted, certainly you should feel comfortable saying in the end -I don’t want to tell you how I voted because that’s my private business-  That being said, I would love to know how you voted (laugh) - just because it’s interesting for me to kind of go back to see where you were in the Pre-Election and what you ultimately decided and why.  So if it is something that you feel comfortable sharing with your friends or other people and you wouldn’t mind being put down in history you know, like how you voted, I would really be interested but again, there is no requirement and you should feel  no pressure.  No-one’s going to push you on this.  So, yeah we’re going to talk a little bit about telling the story of what it was like for you when you went to put your mark down.  Some people actually didn’t get around to voting but they meant to and something happened on the day, or they changed their mind but even if you didn’t vote, you know I’d be interested to know why you didn’t get a chance to vote or decided not to vote or maybe you spoiled your ballot.  And then we’ll go forward in time: Did you watch the election results, we’ll talk about that; did you find out, you know, what did you think when you found out; what did you think about the negotiations. That’s how the night will proceed, chronologically.  So since the first part of it does involve revealing some personal information I thought maybe it would best to do it - oh could you turn your nameplate around for the camera, and Harry could you point yours a little bit for posterity… Can someone tell the story for Election Day or leading up to, how they came to make up their mind?
Harry
I had been a sort of wavering a little bit.
Moderator
What do you mean, who were you wavering between?

Harry
Well, I was thinking of voting Lib-Dem and then because mainly I think their manifesto agreed with my ideals most and then there was some thoughts of you know, who would be best for Scotland, possibly the SNP would be but I think after looking at the statistics for our constituency, it’s a Labour stronghold and pretty much Labour are going to get it and I thought the Lib-Dems, overall, fitted me more.  Then I thought, you know it’s not going to count in my constituency but they’re going for PR and if they can look at that and say -at the end of the day we should have got ‘this’ many- after the results, they are rather looking at it and saying -We should have been able to get ‘this’ many seats then I suppose that’s a wee push in that direction. 
Moderator
Yeah.  So in the end you ended up, if you don’t mind, going Lib-Dem.  So if I can just make sure that I’m hearing this correctly.  It was part an expression of you supporting a party but also a little bit of, toward the PR argument that a vote in this direction is some case is a support for a reform of the system, like -We do have people who vote, I want to vote Lib-Dem to show that the system itself needs some reform.  Is that right?  
Harry
Yeah. That’s right.
Moderator
Thank you for that.

Arthur
I also voted Lib-Dem, I was quite certain before I was going to vote definitely Lib-Dem and then I had a wee waver when I went in because.  There was a couple of things, one of them was the fellow ** in the wrong direction and he had a triple-barrelled name the person I was going to vote for I was kind of like, I thought that’s not ** -You’re mad as Millie.  I noticed  ** a lack of effort ** volunteered and things like that ** and make much effort  not listening, not concentrating in the close seats and the person who was standing ** turned up at all.   I did vote for Lib-Dems because again I think I did agree with their policies most and I thought they were the kind of most left-ish type party and I also agree with proportional representation ** There’s no way a kind of protest vote.  I didn’t think they would get in, it was a **  to vote for them.  So that’s what I say, I had a wee waver just before -
Moderator
And the vote- was the ‘wobble’ between two parties?

Arthur
I was thinking usually, often I voted for the Greens or the Socialists and things like that so it’s maybe thinking I’ll just vote for them again you know.  I mean, I definitely wouldn’t vote for the Tories and I wasn’t a big of fan of Labour but I knew Liberal wouldn’t get in.  I think he probably increased his majority in Coatbridge, it’s like the safest seat in the whole of the UK before that.
Moderator
Yeah.  So, it was ok, I going to definitely…Does anyone else want to go?

Rita
I think I said it the last time that I had been quite a long-standing Labour supporter but I had been away from the Labour party and then, coming back into politics I got involved with the Green party and I decided I would vote Green and that was because I think we need a more fundamental shift in how we organise and manage the system of politics between the main parties.  And I decided to vote for Green, it just seems a more positive vote than the left which I find often quite a politics of envy almost, over agreement of analysis over the far-left.   So I had decided I was going to vote Green, although I didn’t find it that easy and it actually it became a bit more difficult because, um, I certainly still wanted the Labour candidate to be successful in my constituency.  And Lib-Dems actually mounted quite a campaign in my constituency.  Nick Clegg was up a couple of days before the election and they just bombarded people with information and you know, rumours began that there’s a shift and maybe the Labour MP will lose the seat and I became quite anxious that, to some extent in going with the Greens, it was partly in the secure knowledge that there would still be a Labour MP that would be returned.  That was even more difficult because on Election Day I was at the election station.  I went in and voted first thing in the morning and I voted Green because I had said I was going to do that; but on the election day I was on the election station of course I was with all the Labour people that I’d been used to in the past being one of them and it all felt a bit awkward.  But at the end of the day the Labour majority actually remained pretty secure.
Moderator
So you had a little bit of ‘I want it to be a safe seat’…

Rita
I think it was quite interesting but it did feel a bit odd to be voting one way but actually very clearly wanting Labour to get in but I still feel somehow I wanted to express, what for me is quite a strong-held view, that we need to make fundamental changes to the way we do politics and how we organise them.
Moderator
Very interesting.  Thank you.  Andrea.

Andrea
Yeah, I voted Lib-Dem.  I wasn’t really wavering on which party to vote for but after I quit a hard day at work I was kind of wavering on even whether to go to the polling station because our seat is like so securely Labour it was like a wasted journey.  But I did.  So that was really the only way that I was wavering.  Again, like I think you said that you didn’t feel there was any effort made in your area, like there was absolutely none made in our area.  Like we got a few leaflets in the door a day, maybe two before the election but other than that there didn’t seem to be anything going on but I think that probably because it’s such a safe Labour seat they think there’s no point.

Moderator
Yeah, put your resources somewhere else.  So for you it was just getting over the hump of -It’s been a long day, now I have to queue… 
Andrea
-yeah, if I’d thought there was any kind of point to it I would have been more than happy to but-
Moderator
So if it had been a closer race..

Andrea
-yeah.  But it seems like, you know when you go into all these search engines on the Internet and they tell you who to vote for and in all of them you put in a postcode and it was like -don’t bother.  (laugh)   And I was like ‘Oh, for heaven’s sake!’ So yeah, I voted Lib-Dem, there wasn’t any question over what party I would have voted for.
Moderator
And did it take as long as you feared.

Andrea
No, it didn’t take any time at all, I was just being lazy.  I had to walk passed my house to the train station to get to the polling station which is a hard thing to do I think.

Moderator
-the pull of the couch…

Andrea
-yes, like oh, I just want to go home.

Moderator
How about you Heather?

Heather
I was pretty set on voting Lib-Dem; I’d always voted SMP in the past but I just really didn’t consider voting for them this time because I couldn’t see the point.  And I was kind of quite caught up in the whole Lib Dem moment and I thought ‘maybe’? {laughs} The polls said they were doing ok so you never know. and the day of the election I’d done quite a lot of research on the internet and there was these questions that you could do, I think it was on the politics.co.uk - Who Will you Vote For and they ask you all these questions and then you say and then it doesn’t tell you whose policies they are but you just tick what you agree with, and it turned out it should have been the Greens I was voting for but we don’t have a Green candidate or a Socialist candidate or anything so I stuck with Lib-Dems. ** I’d asked to be back at the polling station by the Labour supporters but other than that there weren’t any other campaigners in Coatbridge.
Moderator
So, you cast your vote.  How did the election proceed, did you watch it all the evening, did you just go home and have your night and catch up with the news the next day.

Heather
I watched a few hours of it and then it kind of seemed that the Lib-Dems weren’t doing - I think just after an hour of it you could see that the Lib-Dems were not going to do as well as we thought they would.  I suppose I got a bit deflated and I though, Oh well. I was already half deflated I think because Labour had done much better than I thought they would and they’ve still done really well up in Scotland.  It wasn’t really so bad and the Tories didn’t get an instant win out of it so.
Moderator
And when you found out first, that in terms of the Hung Parliament, did you find out the next day or had you pretty much decided there was going to be a Hung Parliament before you went to bed, you know looking at the numbers.
Heather
Yes, I think it was quite obvious before I went to bed.

Moderator
And what was your reaction to a Hung Parliament?

Heather
Yes, the best of a bad situation I think; it’s better than them getting an outright majority.
Moderator
So, as long as it wasn’t a full majority, it’s better than that.
Heather
Yeah. And it kinda gave hope to the Labour and Lib-Dems getting together. But, well.
Moderator
Well we’ll come on to that in the coalition talk.  Someone else on the election night itself?

Arthur
Well, I stayed up until around about 4.00, I sat up  to watch the news, right-  You know how around 1.00 you cannot usually tell who was going to win but I just kind of staying up I thought it would be 3:00 It was really- I stayed up till 4.00 and then really I got up in the morning and I seen the figures and I basically like I might have seen used the exit poll at the start of the programme because I thought I would see a big difference but the really accurate so I was watching it ** enjoyed it. I was quite- I thought the first exit poll came out I thought the Lib Dems must have done better than that but then it just kinda kept coming in ** weren’t gaining any big ground and I suppose they did well to hold their ground because the war last time ** so that was the end ** I was disappointed in how they performed and I was kind I thought I had kind of assumed because of the percentage poll was before the start ** That’s what I thought.  ** was still the possibility that the Tories could maybe get a wee bit more maybe, maybe just ** 
Moderator
And when you woke up the next day, it was like Britain Wakes to a Hung Parliament - what was your reaction to having a Hung Parliament?

Arthur
I was a wee bit unsure at first because I knew that Labour and the Liberal Democrats couldn’t form a coalition so I was a bit unsure about what would happen.  I was quite uncertain, I wasn’t happy or unhappy.  I was happy that the Conservatives hadn’t got the majority but I knew there wasn’t a possibility of the Lib-Dems and Labour getting it together so I was a wee bit deflated…
Moderator
- a bit deflated as well.  Anyone else?  Andrea -

Andrea
Well we watched it on Channel 4 so it was only like half serious and we stayed up until about midnight and like people said it was kind of like when the Exit Poll came in I felt a bit kind of deflated because there’d been so much hype over the Lib Dems doing so well- it was almost pathetic I thought.  And then I just remember, like I was following it all night on Twitter which is quite interesting to see people’s opinions and seeing what’s going on, and watching different channels and like the next morning when the clock radio went off I was saying -Oh what’s it saying on the news - who’s won, what’s the outcome-  Oh no, there still isn’t an outcome - it seemed a bit ridiculous.  I don’t know, remembering back to a few years’ ago now, in America, when they miscounted loads of votes and I can remember the British press sort of -Oh that would never happen here- . And it was almost sort of like in the same boat because nobody really knew what was going on. So it was a bit strange.
Moderator
So for you, it was a kind of uncertain, new territory…

Andrea
Yeah, and it was kinda weird after so many weeks of election, and then everyone was -Here we go, what’s happening.  And I can remember sitting in the office at work and everyone was trying to figure out- what does the Hung Parliament meant, and who could do what and every.  There just seemed to be a massive amount of uncertainty.
Moderator
Heather, you were nodding at that.  Were you watching it at work as well?

Heather
Well, we were all talking about it but I was just thinking I remember being so excited about it in the lead up to the election and then it just went on and on and I just thought I’m sick of this now - just make a decision.  Even their talks went on for days, it just seemed that they were toying with people.  It just seemed unnecessary.
Moderator
Yes, that’s a good insight and I’ll come back to that.  I just want to hear from Harry and Rita about their reactions and then I’ll ask you about your reactions about how long it took to get an actual government.
Harry
I think we were watching it on Channel 4 and then Sunderland announces theirs and you sit around for ages and no-one else is announcing anything, and you’re kind of like -Well what’s the point if nothing’s going to happen, I’ll go to bed.  So there seems to be this big rush up to the election and then things seem to go a lot slower that you’d expect.  So I just went to bed and had a look at it in the morning and saw it wasn’t what I’d hoped for, but obviously glad that the Tories hadn’t got an outright majority.  I suppose we had to sit and wait and see what they’d decided to do.  It’s true a lot of people had said we don’t want a Hung Parliament and things like that but it’s clearly what people had voted for, so they’ll have to do something with it.
Moderator
Yeah, so your reaction to a Hung Parliament is sounds like it is -Well, this is what we’ve got to deal with… 
Harry
Well, we’re supposed to be a democracy.  So if a third of the people are voting for ‘this’ and 20% of the people are voting for ‘that’ surely they should be able to work together as far as they like to have everyone’s opinion.

Moderator
So you’re actually pragmatic about it.

Harry
Yeah. 
Rita
Well I was actually at the count.  So it was very much a kind of Glasgow, very much a Scottish experience because obviously Labour did quite well in Scotland.
Moderator
Were you getting information from the other results?

Rita
I bet not, not formally.  They didn’t have the television on this time or anything like that but my son is very involved in the Labour Party and I was getting texts from him….and I guess Labour his sympathies are quite strong so I was quite relived you know, because Alistair Darling seat was a wee bit doubtful and Jim Murphy’s so I was quite glad that they got back in, and when I saw that Labour had done quite well in Scotland that was fine.  And I could actually walk round and you see the piles for different candidates building up, so I could see in my constituency it was still big Labour.  Once **… I think the only Labour seat in Scotland to have been changed or something like that, it was to be quite interesting.  What is interesting in Glasgow is the Muslim… - you know in the South Side, the main SMP candidate and the main Labour candidate are from the Muslim community.  So at that part of the crowd you know, there was different media and that was quite interesting just seeing that and just seeing the different you know, the Labour voters were out in force and quite enjoying the night that Labour were having in Scotland.  And you did actually see that the Lib-Dems, you did see in that in Scotland that although they actually had targeted certain seats I mean they weren’t in your constituencies they were all in Glasgow ** But you could see that they didn’t actually have people on the ground.  They tended to be people’s relatives and things like that that were supporting them so I don’t think they’ve really got a great infrastructure here in Scotland it’s quite interesting how it’s been ‘talked up’, a high profile kind of thing, but maybe it wasn’t actually there.
Arthur
I think ** even before when I’ve helped the small parties like the Socialists and that, seemed a lot more organised.  Even a candidate didn’t bother to come to Coatbridge and stuff like that.  I think if I was seat in that site, one of the biggest that there is, I’d be on the street every day, I mean just get volunteers ** happy to do that and it doesn’t take a lot of effort or money.  They just seemed a bit disorganised.

Heather
I think it’s really sad that they don’t come up here because we’re typically a left-wing country so they’d have more chance to get seats off Labour up here than they would down south off the Tories so it doesn’t make sense that they don’t try.  I’d volunteered to help them as well and they didn’t get back to me.
Rita
Especially among young people as well, I think it’s very interesting that you all voted Lib-Dem.

Moderator
So when it came to- sorry just trying to keep thing focused.  It was a very good exchange it’s interesting to hear that kind of perspective you know, the experience that you volunteered and they didn’t follow up.  They’re not quite as organised as other, smaller parties.  So thanks for that.  Rita, just in terms of your reaction, did you know when it was a Hung Parliament, because parliament was the next day, that was when it was official - did you come to the conclusion earlier in the evening or…
Rita
Well, I had an idea but I didn’t get home until 3.00 or 4.00 and I wasn’t putting on the television then.  I had an idea the next day, in the house the next day and hearing all the discussion going on and I was relieved that it was a Hung Parliament rather than the Tories having all the majority.
Moderator
Right.  So Heather, you were saying you were kind of getting kind of fed up with it by the end, you kind of thought the Hung Parliament would be exciting beforehand but when it just went on and on you were just like -Get on with it-  It was four or five days I think it took.

Heather
It was nice that they were all being nice to each other, that was refreshing I guess.  Yeah, I was just fed up with it in the end. I am really interested in politics but I got to the stage where I just didn’t want to watch it any more, I just wanted it to move on to the next stage even if it was a Tory minority government or something on their own - I just wanted it t move on.
Moderator
Any other reactions?

Arthur
I kinda thought it was rather swift actually, because usually, you know, ** take weeks and weeks you know and after they were quite swift about getting on with it.  I think there was much pressure maybe for them to get on with it maybe because the markets ** for the currency and so on.  So it didn’t look like- they knew the British market was going down because they knew there was a Hung Parliament and the situation.  I thought they were quite quick about it and I was kinda fed up to be honest, like all this being nice to each other- get on with it.  I felt they were quite quick about it to be fair. 

Moderator
That’s great, see different perspectives. Harry.

Harry
I felt like, I think the media had lost momentum but that’s purely because anything until they announced anything was pure speculation.  So, you know, it’s like people were saying- people didn’t know what was going on after Election Day, so I suppose from a person viewing it I didn’t pay much attention to what was being speculated because it is just speculation - you’ve got to wait although I did find it amazing that after, Nick Clegg was -Oh we’re not going to talk to the Labour Party- and the a few days later, like -Well we’ll just see what they’ve got to offer.  But this is maybe just rubbing it in the face of David Cameron a little bit, maybe he’s just trying to get something a bit more out of them.  You don’t actually know what’s been said so it’s hard to say.
Moderator
Andrea.

Andrea
I think that’s the main feeling I had, from what we’d been told you kind of wondered what was really going on behind the scenes.  You were kind of aware that although there was a lot of media coverage, you were aware that there was a lot going on, you know, that that was being managed and we didn’t know exactly was happening
Moderator
Yeah, there weren’t a lot of leaks during the course of it.

Andrea
No, no.

Arthur
I think they had all the senior people with tape over their mouths. 
Moderator
In terms of how long it took, do you think it was all right, kind of quick or not quick enough.

Rita
I think it was appropriate, the time it did take.  I was kind of pleased when the possibility of the negotiating with Labour was mentioned.  My first reaction was ‘that’s good’ but I quite quickly didn’t really think that would have, that that would really have the backing of the population and there was just a basic unfairness as the Tories had got more votes and they should be the main party in government really.
Moderator
So even though you’d have liked to see a progressive alliance, in terms of legitimacy, you thought…
Rita
I don’t think, in my heart of hearts, that it would have been a progressive alliance, I think it would have been put to us like that but I’m not convinced it would have been.  And also to some extent the quickness that they managed to come together highlighted that there was really not that much difference between them and yet fairly often people said during the campaign that the Liberals were more left-wing than Labour, the Lib-Dems were to the left of Labour and yet these two, apparently the parties that were at each end, managed to come together - neither of them really giving up anything that drastic.  We’ll see but I don’t think we really have a radical alternative to what we’re given.
Moderator
Andrea, your thoughts on how long it took.
Andrea
I don’t think when you consider really what was taking place that it took that long, but it felt like it was taking ages at the time.  And I completely agree that it felt like it lost momentum and it was a bit like another morning -Oh still nothing happening.  I thought it was a quite frustrating conclusion.  I agree with what Rita said in that when there is the kind of possibility for a Lib-Dem and Labour outcome- that would be a more appealing kind of outcome but at the same time would realise that it wouldn’t be a fair outcome.  I just think the whole thing was a bit of a farce and like how can a man be in power when the majority of the country didn’t vote for him and yes he had the biggest number of the three new ones but he certainly didn’t have the majority. And it made me think that it’s not actually not such a democratic a country.  And I was surprised because I thought that people would be going mental in the days following about all the people who turned away from the polling stations.  At the time, when we were watching the news on the night I thought -Oh my god, this is going to be a massive deal, there’s going to have to be a re-vote-  I thought it was really going to blow up and it seemed to go away, I thought that was quite surprising because I don’t think people should be turned away, we should all have the right to vote, and the system should be in place to allow us to vote instead of great big queues at the stations.  I thought it was quite disappointing, the election really.
Moderator
So, we had the kind of negotiations and machinations, you know, people trying to be politic and rumours of a progressive alliance and stuff, traffic light coalition and then the announcement came - it wasn’t a minority government, it was a full-blown coalition with two parties in the Cabinet with shared power and compromises.  Were you surprised at the announcement it was going to be a full-blown coalition, had you expected a Tory minority?

Arthur
**  I thought it was going to be a bit, I mean ** definitely do have a left-wing to the party **  and even though you do see sometimes a lot of the Liberals do vote with the Tories ** parliamentary party.    So I was quite surprised, I think it may cause some problems in the future too, it may cause some problems in Scotland, the local ** and things like that about **  Even though I thought he’d only joined the Tories because of the numbers it would be seen as a kind of **.but they did kind of say they did it for the stability ** whereas I think now after all these big cuts I think the Liberals will be seen as part of the problem there so I think there will be a big shift back.
Moderator
Heather, how about you, were you surprised about the announcement of the coalition?

Heather
Not really, not.  I think it’s actually turned out to be a quite a good thing because I think Labour are really going to get back on its feet now and they can blame both parties now instead of just one.  I think it really is going to hurt the Liberals up here.  I think Labour are going to do really well in the next election.  I think its better to just say -Ok we lost- and just get themselves back together again.
Moderator
How about you Rita, were you surprised at the coalition announcement?

Rita
I was quite surprised actually that they had actually agreed - because of what you’re saying- I wondered how the Liberals were going to sell it to the grass roots supporters and also of course, a lot of people did vote Lib-Dem with a view to keeping the Tories out.  So I think that’s quite a difficult one for them, although their vote didn’t really impede to the extent they thought it would. I mean, in a way when I saw you know, this thing in the rose garden with the two leaders together - you do just form the impression of just how similar they are.  I’m impressed with that too, in a way, their backgrounds aren’t identical but they both have quite privileged backgrounds really and we talked a bit about the personality thing and you feel probably that at that level personalities are important.  I don’t think either of them could get on with Gordon Brown but you know, they’re so similar that it’ll be relatively easy for them to work together. And maybe that was as much why a coalition came about as really the policies in a way, quite an important factor in finding that they could work together.
Moderator
Very good point.  Harry were you surprised or were you not surprised?

Harry
I don’t think I was surprised by the time it was announced I think with the numbers it was kind of apparent that it was going to be confidence and supply or coalition.  My feeling is that the Liberal Democrats argument of proportional representation or fairer voting system doesn’t add up if they can’t agree to work with another party.  What would be the point, we’d just be in the situation every four or five years where you got elected and some people, they can’t get along, and what would happen.  If that’s what they really believe in then they’ve got to make a stab at it and they can’t just go and form an alliance with Labour because that would just knock out the Conservatives.  And as much as I would agree with that 30-something percent of the population wouldn’t.  So I think it was something they had to make a stab at even if it doesn’t work out in the end it had to be the way we had to go.
Moderator
Andrea, how about you?

Andrea
Yeah, I kind of felt it was quite inevitable.  I wasn’t really surprised by it because I couldn’t see what other option there would be and I guess it was probably the best of a bad bunch as well.
Moderator
So Rita mentioned that a lot of Lib-Dem voters might have been voting Lib-Dem in order to keep the Tories out and then the Lib-Dems ended up going into coalition with the Tories.  So do the Lib-Dem voters around the table, has that bothered you now in terms of the future?  Harry? - I guess no, but maybe…

Harry
Initially it bothered me but then I realised in this instance I think it’s fairly good for the country.   It’s not an ideal situation but ‘needs must’.

Moderator
How about you Andrea, you voted Lib-Dem as well.

Andrea
Yeah, I really just agree, I don’t think they had any choice, it wouldn’t have been right thing to say -No we’re not going to form a coalition with you.  It wouldn’t have been right to do it with Labour.  I think that they were in a very unenviable position to be honest.  And I think they probably know they’ve screwed themselves for the next election.  I think a lot of people won’t vote for the Lib-Dems again.
Moderator
Would you?

Andrea
I don’t know, I’d need to think about it. Not very sure on that one.

Moderator
-but you wouldn’t jump up and say ‘yes’.  Heather, did you vote Lib-Dem, I’m trying to remember?

Heather
Yes. It had to happen in a bad way we won’t get the things we wanted from the Lib-Dems, they’re not going to get any of their really big things through but at the same time I’m hoping that they’ll keep the Tories in touch and they won’t get any really bad things to do.  You know, nothing exciting’s going to happen but then that’s not a bad thing.
Moderator
How about you - could you see yourself voting Lib-Dem right now, I mean obviously if the next election were now, could you see yourself..
Heather
No, I kind of feel that they’d have to prove themselves to me now whereas before they didn’t.  Arthur..

Arthur
I kind of think- I thought it was 30% for the Tories but 70% didn’t vote for the Tories and I think you mean Labour and Liberal vote combined was much more than 30% and obviously the Liberal and Conservative votes combined…. But a lot more of the Liberal vote would be to the Labour side of it. I do think it was inevitable they didn’t form a coalition with Labour -   I think because all parties like SMP, Clyde Cymru would have had to join - that’s why the coalition wouldn’t work out.  I think **  because then you could have still had some kind of distance between them and the Conservatives.  I think now even though I’ve not got a ------- - it’s a new Parliament, maybe it’ll do some good, maybe it’ll surprise me, I’m always quite optimistic - I do think, when the cuts start coming in and things start going wrong I think it’ll be the end of divisions and of government but I also think Liberals  will get blamed.  I mean people in departments that Liberals are running will start getting the sack and they’re not going to say -Tories were terrible, they’re going to think -the Liberals were terrible **  people losing their jobs.  I think they’ll think twice about voting for the Liberal Democrats again.
Moderator
How about you?

Arthur
Well, for now I still think their policies are still the most left out of the three main parties but I could be one of the ** one day, definitely one of them.
Moderator
Were you going to say something.

Heather
I was just going to say that there’s already a split in the Lib-Dems, look at Charles Kennedy, ** I don’t think it’s going to last that long.
Moderator
So, speaking of how long it’s going to last, this leads on nicely to  my next question.  One of the proposals to help, that the new government might be putting forward and we’ll see what the Queens Speech has to say, is to have fixed five-year terms, so that we would know the next election won’t be called until the first Thursday May of 2015.  What are people thoughts on the idea of moving from this sort of Prime Minister - well unless of course there’s a No Confidence Vote, the Prime Minister calls an election at his discretion, and moving to a fixed year term.  What are people, do people have reactions to that.

Arthur
I think a ** is a good idea, obviously, the accusation of the fixed term Parliament is that they just call up when the weather’s sunny and they think they’ll call you when they think they’ll get the best vote.  So I do it’s good to have a Fixed Term Parliament.  I’m quite concerned about raising the 50% to 55% for No Confidence too, that’s something I’m a wee bit worried about.  And I think that’s voting so Tories can have a back-up plan - I’ve not done the maths - but I would guess that they’ve got about 40-45% - I mean they can cover themselves with 46-47% of parliamentary seats so if ** with this No Confidence thing.  I think ** should watch out for that one because it could end up a big nightmare if the Tories decide -wait a minute, we can’t give No Confidence votes against us like- but I do think Fixed Term Parliament - I’d prefer a four year rather than a five year one.
Moderator
Anyone else on the idea of a Fixed Term.

Harry
I think it’s fairer and with a democracy things should be fairer.
Moderator
Is it fairer because it kind of takes away the ‘home’ advantage for the party in power?

Harry
Yeah, yeah. Well it takes away that advantage and also I suppose in the current situation it does add that little more stability and you might hope in future like it would continue to provide that kind of stability.  You know, the markets not knowing when an election might be called, they’re not 100% sure - they could sway on that.

Moderator
Heather
Heather
If it that had been the case this time they would have had a majority Tory government.  If it had been a 4-year one they’d had had an election last year and last year they were right up in the polls, so I don’t know probably not..  I think it was good that Gordon Brown was able to hold on and they did eventually get the voters back.  Last year David Cameron thought he’d be Prime Minister, no bother.  Lots of things can change.
Moderator
Anyone else - Rita - Andrea
Rita
I think it’s quite good if you’ve a coalition because there will be a lot of stresses and I think it’s good if they know they’re in it for a certain period of time, it might help them stay together because I think it we’ve got a coalition it will be better if they are committed to making that work.  Anything that helps make that work is going to be a good thing.

Andrea
Yeah, I just agree that it seems to me to be more of a fair way, a more sensible way, logical…

Moderator
-to have the more fixed term instead of arbitrary, whatever’s happening is happening, let’s go with that.  Now Arthur you also mentioned - you’re up on your politics - one of the other pieces of legislation we would raise, the No Confidence Vote from 50%+1 to 55%.  And again, you know, Rita you mentioned things that would help the stability of the coalition.  Do you feel comfortable with raising the threshold on the No..
Rita
No, I think that should have been kept at 50%.

Moderator
Can you expand on that a little bit?

Rita
I haven’t given it a great deal of thought.  Its hard to imagine the situation until it arrives, but it just feels like, I think that one of the important things is that it gives a wee bit more power back to Parliament that government isn’t so much running the show in their way and probably that’ll happen anyway in the coalition - but that just seems a bit going in their direction from that point of view.
Harry
In some ways, a majority in parliament is 327 votes but if you’ve got 327 and 325 I see that as pretty much 50 - 50.  It seems a bit ridiculous that you can oust somebody because you’ve got one extra person and I think it should be defined by a little bit more than one person but at the same time where like the parties have got large numbers, it would be easy for them to oust, basically, it’s easier at the 50% mark than the 55%.  In terms of making it harder, despite it logically for me, looking fairer, I think in party politics the 50% is the thing that works and has worked.
Moderator
Anyone else have any thoughts on that.

Andrea
I just agree, the 50% should be kept.

Moderator
Ok, you don’t want to see a change in the law.

Andrea
I don’t think it’s fair for those in government to change things to suit themselves, safeguarding themselves really.

Moderator
There was another proposal to have a referendum on the Alternative Vote which was part of the agreement as well.  What are people’s thoughts on the idea of having, what the referendum wording would be - we don’t know the wording - if it would be binding or not - what would count as passage would it be half of those who vote or half of the population - all those things haven’t been decided yet but one of the things that did come out and you mentioned Harry that your vote also being part of a statement of seeing some electoral reform.  So does the idea of a referendum on the Alternative Vote go far enough, is it something you’d support?
Harry
I don’t know if I’d support a referendum on the Alternative Vote but there’s a part of me that just thinks with so many Labour and Tory members of parliament if anything gets to parliament about things to do with the government the two biggest parties, like most MPs are against it because it doesn’t work out well for them and I think that if anything’s going to be difficult to push through, the referendum is going to be difficult.  But I suppose, like I said before, if people do want Proportional Representation the Lib-Dems and Tories have got to prove that they can work first in the coalition sense so I guess it would be something that would be better pushed further down the line so people can see it does work or if it doesn’t work then maybe they should re-think.

Arthur
I would much prefer STV or something, a more proportional system.  I’ve not done a lot of research on AV but I think some say it’s more disproportionate.  I think my general gut feeling is that it’s probably better than first past the post, because at least everybody’s got 50% of the vote and some of the kind of Tory seats ** Liverpool where they’re voting for the Lib-Dems, people down there can add to the Tories there and that does kinda seem to be happening with the second votes and things so…  I’m glad we’ve got a referendum but I’d much prefer the Lib-Dem policy about single transfer move over to be put on the ballot for a free choice.  Also I don’t know if the Tories, if they are allowed to vote or say that they’re going to stand against it, I don’t know if they’re going to vote for the referendum and then stand against it when it comes to an issue, things like that.  I think, overall, I’m a fan of it but I think STV sounds much better. When you get a Tory argument  ** you get the top up seats so you’ve still got a constituency link.

Moderator
Rita, your thoughts?

Rita
I don’t really know a lot of the detail or the different systems in principle.  I think the country already voted saying they want more of a system that allows more representation and the rates politicians collaborate with each other.  The only worry I have is that it does like, in the smaller parties, and I would worry about the BMP being able to get seats.  That would be my main concern about it but I don’t think that’s enough you know, I think you have to manage that in other ways.

Harry
Obviously, you’re a Green supporter and if you looked at the percentage of the votes that the Green Party had got - if they go purely by percentage, the Green party wouldn’t have one seat they would have got, I think it was six or something like that.  Obviously there’s parties that you wouldn’t want represented and there are parties like the Green party that people do vote for just don’t get represented..

Rita
Yeah, that’s obviously the positive side.  Yeah, I suppose even as a Green supporter I would be very worried if the BMP got a hold and I’d probably be willing to sacrifice the Greens, but the ideal… it wouldn’t be very good for the Greens.
Arthur
I think the AV system will deliver more seats for any minority party probably because basically you’ve just got to ** Liberal vote move to a Labour vote, a Labour vote moves to Liberal, a Liberal moves to Conservatives ** With the STV system it should just basically be more on percentage- just transfer that to parliament which I think should be better.
Andrea
Yeah, I would like to see a referendum.  I think the method needs to be more considered, I don’t really enough about the detail to say what I think is best but I don’t think the current system works particularly well.  As I said, we’re basically told, ‘there’s not point in going to vote because it’s such a strong seat’ and that’s disheartening I think  So I’d like to see something that better represents what people are actually voting for.  I spoke to many people from our area who are all in the same seat and not one of them voted Labour and we’re in a safe Labour seat and it’s so maddening that people are not actually represented.
Moderator
Yeah.  Heather, your thoughts.

Heather
I pretty much agree with Arthur but I don’t know much about it.  I think if they are going to do it they need to do it before the next election because there could be a lot of resentment of knowing that if they’d had it at this election it would have made quite a lot of difference probably.  And I think if it lets parties like the BMP in then that’s the price you have to pay unfortunately.  It’s a democracy after all.

Moderator
So I mean, when I’ve had the conversation in different parts of the country, some people like Arthur, really understand the system quite well and are very comfortable talking about AV versus PR versus STV and here, transferable votes and what the ‘ins and outs’ are and other people go- I don’t know, it’s too complicated.   Is this a too complicated an issue to try to do on a national referendum kind of level?  Maybe not you guys but some may go - I don’t know, I’m not going to vote; If I can’t make an educated kind of vote I’m just not going to vote-.  Is that something that you think might happen?  You guys you’re articulate and you have great views but you expressed not having a lot of confidence.
Heather
I  know we were taught it at school and I’ve got fuzzy kind of memories of it and I think if someone had a gun to my head I could make a rough guess…I don’t think it’s like so massively complicated, obviously some time and effort would need to go into it but I don’t think it’s so massively complicated that people wouldn’t be able to get their head round it.  I think people who care enough will make that effort, that I really didn’t make, to actually go and vote and take an interest in what you’re voting for.

Moderator
Any thoughts.

Harry
If they do go for something like that then I think it would be wise for them to spend some money educating people on whatever system they choose because it’s probably more likely that less educated people are less likely to vote and I think if they take the time out to engage people and tell people what it’s about it’s something that can be done.  It may take a couple of elections to get everyone to get used to it. 
Moderator
Rita, I think you expressed some concern and you’re very active in politics..

Rita
Oh, I’m not very active I don’t know the details about the differences but I think if there was going to be a referendum there would be a debate about it and we’d hear more about it through the media and so on.  And I suppose actually, I mean really as for what democracy’s like I mean the things we’re voting on in any election are really complicated but they boiled down and people do make up their minds and you might argue that we don’t all understand the issues and we just make up our minds as best we can.  So I don’t see a referendum as that different from how we make decisions generally in politics. But hopefully the parties, I mean there would be - some supporters would have a different point of view - a debate about it and people would just need to get informed I suppose.
Moderator
Anyone who stays up until 4.00 in the morning for results is active in politics (laugh).  Heather do you want to jump in on this.
Heather
I think it maybe doesn’t have to be as complicated as that because if it’s a referendum it probably not going to be saying -Do you want this to be.. Do you want AV or do you want ‘such and… - It’s just going to be saying - Do you want to go for it now or do you want this new thing.  So it’s probably only going to be comparing two things rather than four different things, so it won’t be as complicated.
Moderator
So, thinking ahead, and we’re being near the end here.  If I had to give you a scale, and you can use your own words here but I’ll give you a framework:  If one side is optimistic, cautiously pessimistic, then cautiously optimistic or quite optimistic about the next six to twelve months when you think about the economic challenges we’re facing, the spending challenges we’re facing, various things.  What do you think?  How do you feel when you think about the government and where it’s going.  Use your own words to kind of describe what you think about moving ahead.  Arthur..
Arthur
Ok. ** enthusiastic and all the good news.  I always want to give a government a chance, I mean know just around the corner there’s going to be massive cuts and it’s going to affect people on the ground so I’m not sure.  I’m a bit worried about what’s going to happen in the next couple of years, about people’s jobs and that.  It’s a hard one, like I say, I always like to give them a wee bit of a chance - I hope they prove me wrong - but so often I’m very disappointed.
Moderator
So would that be cautiously optimistic?
Arthur
Cautiously optimistic and cautiously pessimistic (laugh)

Moderator
Cautiously optimistic and jaded from previous experience.   How about you Rita?
Rita
Yeah, I mean I haven’t really much to say.  I mean you do want to give them a chance and when you saw that kind of ‘bonding in the garden’ you couldn’t but hope that they’ll actually manage to get it together.  But I think the challenges they face are obviously huge.  And wouldn’t it be great if we can get a coalition to work, I mean it would say something about our maturity I think as a country if we were to make that work.  But I think the challenges are huge.  One thing that I am really aware of and this very much reflects my age and background probably, but all the leaders or potential leaders to the Labour party that we have seem to be young men of a similar age and a similar background and after all these years of feminism and anti-discriminatory moves we seem still as a country think that we need our leaders to be quite privileged, young, well educated, youngish men and that’s a social pessimism I think.  I think there are reasons for that which are to do with the kind of insecurities that are around at the moment.  But that’s not the question you’re asking. (laugh)
Moderator
That’s very interesting, I have to try to remain quite neutral this time….  
Rita
So I’d be ‘middling’ in terms of the answer to your question for the next five years.

Moderator
Ok.  Harry?

Harry
I’d say I’d be cautiously optimistic.  I think no matter which party got in we’re going to face some difficult times just because of the situation.  I think that obviously the Tories are well for ‘let’s just cut this and cut that’ and I think the Lib-Dems will keep a rein on that and I think with this coalition there might be a more middle of the road approach.  I don’t think the next couple of years are going to suit anyone, and it’s probably going to be tough, but I think it might be, I hope that it would be not as bad as past sessions I suppose.  Hope for the best.
Moderator
Ok. Thank you.  Andrea..

Andrea
Yeah, I’m feeling a bit like -hmmm- about it because like everyone said the challenges facing whoever went into government are so huge that I wonder if there would have been a great deal of difference in how the next years are going to play out regardless.  The cuts are going to have to be made and money has to be saved and that’s going to be hard on our efforts, David Cameron and Clegg or if it were Gordon Brown.  So part of me just feels a bit… But I think that it’s good that the Tories have got the Lib-Dems in there to balance them a bit, as you say, to meet in the middle.
Moderator
Heather…

Heather
Yeah, I agree with that, it’s good that the Lib-Dems are in there.  I’m still a bit disheartened about it all, but I think you need to give them a chance, you never know, they might not make drastic cuts.  

Moderator
Are you less worried in terms of how things are going to go with Scotland and Scottish funding in terms of with the Lib-Dems in there.  Because if you look at the vote distribution, Labour did quite well, there’s only one Tory district in Scotland.  The bulk of the Tory support does come from England.  Do you feel that with the coalition government, I mean would you have been more worried maybe about the impact of the funding structures.
Heather
I think they’ve already announced more funding for Scotland.

Moderator
With the coalition, yeah…

Heather
-and David Cameron’s still seems very media friendly and wants to be working with Alex Salmond so…
Moderator
Does that hearten you a little bit or are you just kind of noticing it.

Heather
I’m not too sure, it’s certainly a good thing if we’re getting more money but I wouldn’t want them to be getting too cosy together.

Moderator
Anyone else on…

Arthur
I think they’ve made some good noises about the fuel levy ** So far they’ve been saying -We’ll think about this- but unless they hear what you’re saying it’s not going to do it.  And I think in Scotland, obviously they’re going to make cuts in the  next budgets and may take the cuts full into next year but you still get announcements for instance, jobs in Glasgow, 2000 jobs lost and I do think Scotland will feel the brunt disproportionately to the rest of the country because of the high public sector workforce so I do think it will be a very hard year ahead for Scotland.  I think there’s part of the Tory Party who would have a wry smile that Scotland aren’t doing so well, I think a lot of them would be happy with that.  I think a lot of Scottish policy, I mean I still remember the Poll Tax in Scotland being tried out here first and things like that. I think that’s maybe - I don’t think the Tories would be too happy - we hate them more than they do….
Heather
We need to be careful though because the SNP didn’t do well in this election but there is a lot of support for them and the more damage the Tories do down south the more people are going to swing towards wanting independence so I don’t think they can afford to be that bad with us.
Arthur
And anyway ** so we can make sure they’ve always got a majority…(laughter)  
Moderator
Rita, you were nodding your head at part of that when Arthur was talking, what was he saying or what part of that were you connecting with.
Rita
I was just thinking about the cuts, I can’t remember what it was…

Moderator
The Poll Tax..

Rita
Yes, it’s that kind of divide, it’s kind of highlighted that divide again - we’ve only got one Conservative MP but we’ve got a predominantly Conservative government.  I suppose that’s eased a wee bit, that absolute tensions eased a bit with the Lib-Dems being active here, being well represented here and down south.  Yeah, and I suppose one of the worries we have is in Scotland we get into a real politics that just blames the Westminster government for the cuts.  I think there will need to be cuts.  And I just hope the debate here isn’t just all about blaming the Westminster government.
Arthur
I don’t think it’s a case really of that, I think to be honest it’s down to whether we’re getting more money but I would like to see them getting some tax ** to see what they would do to progressively tax people **  quite happy with the tax bills and family support because they think - Oh, wait a minute we might actually start getting blamed for stuff.  Let’s just blame the Tories for the cuts.
Moderator
Andrea, do you have any thoughts on that.

Andrea
No, nothing springs to mind.

Moderator
Harry?

Harry
Yeah, I’d probably agree with what’s been said.  I think it’s good that there’s a handful of Liberal MPs in Scotland so at least we’re not represented at all but it’s clear that Scotland voted Labour, it’s the only place where Labour went up in the vote and I suppose it does seem a little unfair that Scotland doesn’t have that clout but another thing, because of Scotland’s population I think that money spent  per head’ per person is greater than other parts of England.  I think possibly in England they think, why is that fair, but at the same time why should we end up with a lower standard of living or with more cuts just because you know, historically it’s been that way, it must have been for a reason.  There’s a theory if you look at it that way -Well they’ve got more than us per person- we don’t want them to take that away.
Moderator
I’ve read a story from people in England who said -We look over the border and go -We want to move to Scotland-  You might have mass migration, it’s better up north. (laugh)  Thanks so much for your time.
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